
Olympia High School 
School Advisory Council (SAC) Meeting Minutes 

October 3, 2017 Media Center 
 

Attendance: Blair, Andrea; Brown, Pat; Budhu, Pam; Campbell, Nanette; Chacon, Derrick; 
DeCicco, Arleen; Dunlap, Michelle; Eubank, Heather; Ewoldt, Shona; Fillenwarth, Mandy; 
Gardiner, Julia; Gardiner, Linda; Hall, Kerry; Hopegill, Renee; Johnson, Andrea; Johnson-
Possell, Stephanie; Marcus, Julie; Marcus, Kim; Moitt, Esther; Murphy, Kim; Nelson-Warren, 
Kenya; Pattee, Norma; Riley, Geraldine; Santoro, Karina; Schweitzer, Cynthia; Steiner, Lynda; 
Swenson, Guy;  
Guest: Zambri, Nick 
 
Call to Order 
Meeting called to order at 6:01 pm by Linda Gardiner 
 
Approval of Previous Minutes 
September  Minutes were reviewed and approved.   
 
Financial Report:  
Derrick Chacon reported the following: 
After a review of SAC finances dating back to academic year 2014-2015, the correct starting 
budget for this committee is $27,547.20.  The grant approved in the September meeting in the 
amount of $531.71 has not yet been withdrawn. A history of grant approval spend was 
presented and discussed.   
Academic Year   Total Grants Approved 
2014-15   $22,645.48 
2015-16   $4,093.02 
2016-17   $5,671.35   
 
A review of approved grants does show that many of the grants are received from past 
recipients. 
 
Principal’s Report 

• Mr. Swenson informed SAC that Launch Pad is not working from home.  The school is 
aware of this problem 

o Students need to communicate with their individual teacher regarding how this 
malfunction impacts any assignment deadlines 

• Homecoming is this week.  Homecoming Football game has been rescheduled from 
Friday to Thursday evening due to Hurricane Irma rescheduling 

• Mr. Zambri presented the School Improvement Plan (SIP) 
o Student Demographics were presented 
o Faculty, Administrators, and Instructional Resources were reviewed 
o Faculty retention strategies were discussed 
o Saturday tutoring efforts were presented and discussed as part of efforts to 

elevate pass rates in Algebra and Geometry.  The committee was informed that 
when students take those classes in Middle School, those pass rates do not 
follow them to High School 

o The SIP and SIP goals were approved by SAC  
 
 



 
 

Grant Reviews 
1. Lydia Knowles- Request for 2 Shimpo Potter’s Wheels for Ceramics 

• Grant amount requested for 2 wheels, each at $1,128 for a total of $2,256 
• Ceramics is a materials-centric course 
• Class continues to grow in popularity with class size growing 
• Currently there are 9 wheels for 35 students, allowing for 1 wheel for every 4 

students in class 
• Two additional wheels will reduce the wait time; some days students do not 

get wheel access 
• The wheels last for decades and will impact 197 students this year alone 
• Grant APPROVED unanimously 

 
2. Kathleen Carmody- Chemistry-- Request for Electronic Scales that measure to the 

1/100th (0.01) decimal point 
• Grant amount requested- $1,956.50 
• Would be used in all Chemistry classes 
• Anticipated to last 10 years 
• Committee members had several questions: 

i. How many scales are currently in available for use? 
ii. Previous grant approved in this committee also for electronic scales; 

would these be in addition to those scales? 
iii. How would scales be stored? 
iv. How would scales be shared? 

• Grant: Tabled (Unanimously) until additional information can be provided  
 
 
Additional Discussion Items 
 

1. With new members, the bi-laws of SAC were reviewed 
a. Please notify Committee Chair, Linda Gardiner of any absence for an excused 

absence 
b. You may provide your vote on any grants via email communication if you have an 

excused absence 
i. 2 or more unexcused absences mean the loss of Voting Member 

Standing 
1. You may still attend and provide insight, but are not able to vote 

on Grant outcomes 
c. There must be a quorum of members for meetings to be held  

 
2. Pat Brown discussed the option of holding a ‘joint’ or consecutive SAC/PTSA meeting 

a. SAC meeting would be held per usual on first Tuesday of Month at 6:00 pm 
b. PTSA would follow immediately 
c. Pat reviewed the primary efforts of the PTSA, and much of the work is done in 

recognizing teachers.   
d. Committee agreed to have consecutive meeting for November 7, 2017.  Any 

future shared meetings will be considered after that meeting. 
 



3. Discussion that next scheduled SAC meeting was Election Day.  No member felt that it 
would be conflict that would require moving the day of the meeting. 
 
 
 

Meeting adjourned at 7:06 pm 
 
Next Meeting Tuesday, November 7, 2017, 6:00 pm in the Media Center 
 
 
Submitted by:  Arleen DeCicco, School Advisory Council Secretary 

 
According to Florida State Statute 1001.452, SAC members shall: 

 
1. Perform functions prescribed by regulations of the district school board, but not have any powers 

and duties reserved by law to the school board 
2. Assist in the preparation, implementation, and evaluation of the school improvement plan 
3. Assist principal in preparation of school’s annual budget and plan 
4. Identify the appropriate use of school improvement dollars for implementing the approved school 

improvement plan, if funds are available from the Florida Department of Education 
 
 
Email approved minutes and agenda to www.sacminutes@ocps.net 

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=1000-1099/1001/Sections/1001.452.html
http://www.sacminutes@ocps.net

